
Soft Skills | Überfachliche akademische Kompetenzen 
 
Academic English Writing 
 
Course lecturer:  
Dr. Galina Savukova, Academic English Services, University of Bern 
Contact: galina.savukova@aes.unibe.ch 
ECTS: 2 
Suggested alternatives for the time slot: 
Mondays 8:30-11:30 or Tuesday afternoons or Wednesdays 8:30-11:30  
(exact dates to be determined) 
 
The goal of the course is to help the participants fine-tune their writing. The seven sessions 
will comprise a mixture of input, pair- and groupwork, writing exercises, and individual 
consultations with the lecturer. The topics, activities, and homework will be suggested taking 
into account the needs of the group and the participants' current writing projects. The 
participants will receive regular feedback on their texts. 
           
Course Outline (Tentative; attendance of individual seesions possible) 

 Topics and activities 

1 Introductions and course overview; the writing context and the writing process; model 
texts; vocabulary choices 

2 The English verb in academic writing; language features of formal academic writing; 
sentence structure and length; paragraph structure and sentence cohesion 

3 Topic progression and text cohesion; argumentation; stylistic variety of academic 
texts 

4 Definitions and explications; noun phrases; false friends (vocabulary and structures)  

5 Writing a literature review; integrating sources; tense choice and reporting verbs; 
using multiple voices 

6 Text structure and lexical cohesion; introductions and conclusions 

7 Titles and abstracts; editing and revising one's own text; punctuation 

 
Galina Savukova is a Lecturer in Academic English at the Academic English Services of the 
University of Bern, which she joined after completing her doctoral studies in English at the 
City University of New York in 2010. She has been teaching at the university level since 1995 
and has focused on academic writing during the past twelve years. She has acted as a 
consultant to college faculty within the frames of Writing across the Curriculum and Writing 
in the Disciplines projects and has edited numerous papers in preparation for publication. 
Favoring an interdisciplinary approach in her own research, she has presented and published 
on education, poetry, and film. She has already taught two courses to IASH students. 
 
Please register as soon as possible with Manuela Rossini at rossini@iash.unibe.ch 


