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Évaluation cognitive des marqueurs du discours : de la production à la 
perception

Dr. Ludivine Crible, Université catholique de Louvain 

Wann: 09.04.2018, 10:15 – 11:45 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, Unitobler, Lerchenweg 36, Hörraum F-106
ECTS: 0.25

Les marqueurs du discours (par ex. donc, alors, tu vois) entretiennent une relation 
complexe avec la notion de fluence, définie comme la qualité générale ou la fluidité 
d’un discours oral. D’une part, leurs nombreuses fonctions les rendent propices à 
soutenir les processus de production et de compréhension. D’autre part, ces expres-
sions typiques de l’oral sont souvent considérées comme des tics de langage ou des 
signaux de détresse. Nous présenterons une approche intégrée de ce paradoxe des 
marqueurs du discours en rapportant les résultats d’analyses sur corpus ainsi que 
d’études expérimentales en cours, afin de proposer des pistes empiriques permettant 
de distinguer des marqueurs « fluents » et « disfluents ».
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Rethinking language and transnationalism

Dr. Brook Bolander, The University of Hong Kong

Wann: 25.04.2018, 16:15 – 17:45 Uhr 
Wo: Universität Bern, Unitobler, Lerchenweg 36, Hörraum F-105
ECTS: 0.25

Recent decades have seen an upsurge in research on transnationalism in sociolingu-
istics and related disciplines, resulting from an increased interest in migration and 
transboundary ties and an attempt to disrupt the naturalised relationship between 
the nation and social life. Whilst acknowledging the need to criticize this naturali-
sed relationship (“methodological nationalism”, Wimmer and Glick Schiller 2002), 
this paper argues for the necessity of being equally critical towards the notion of 
transnationalism. It maintains that an overuse of the term transnationalism has led 
to a reduction of its explanatory power; and it thus cautions against conceptualising 
transnationalism as a priori relevant for questions of language use and ideology, and 
hence adopting a perspective of what one might term “methodological transnatio-
nalism” (Bolander 2018).
Drawing on data from ethnographic research on the role of English amongst the 
Ismaili Muslim community, the paper explores what a critical approach to transnati-
onalism might offer sociolinguistics. Via discussion of examples collected during 
fieldwork in two communities of Ismailis in Hunza, Northern Pakistan and Khorog, 
Eastern Tajikistan, the paper proposes an approach to transnationalism as a scale 
and it delineates a heuristic which can be utilised to operationalize and hence study 
transnationalism empirically. It thereby reflects upon how this heuristic might offer 
a means to investigate how transnationalism is made meaningful as a category of 
practice and how this process of meaning-making is facilitated and constrained 
by power relationships (Gal 2016; Irvine 2016; Bolander 2017). In doing so, the 
paper reflects upon how this heuristic might be applied to study the transnational 
positioning of one’s interlocutors whilst also prompting for reflection on one’s own 
positioning and scale-making practices. 
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Ecriture inclusive et représentation du genre

Dr. Pascal Gygax, Université de Fribourg 

Wann: 26.04.2018, 14:15 – 15:45 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, Unitobler, Lerchenweg 36, Hörraum F006
ECTS: 0.25

Si les débats et les questions foisonnent autour des concepts d’écriture inclusive, la 
question qui a occupé la recherche scientifique sur le sujet dans les sciences du langage 
ces 10 dernières années porte principalement sur les différents sens possibles du mascu-
lin. Dans la présentation, nous exposerons les recherches, récentes, sur la manière dont 
notre cerveau traite le masculin et ses différents sens. Nous présenterons les répercus-
sions associées à ce traitement, en termes de représentations sociales. Nous parlerons 
également, brièvement, des possibles changements de pratiques langagières (ex., fémi-
nisation du langage,...), et de leur impact sur nos représentations sociales.
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YO or OY, say what? Creative place-making through metrolingual 
artifacts in a gentrified Brooklyn neighborhood

Dr. Kellie Gonçalves, University of Oslo 

Wann: 01.05.2018, 18:15 – 19:45 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, Unitobler, Lerchenweg 36, Hörraum F-122
ECTS: 0.25

This talk investigates a metrolingual language object and “creative placemaking” in 
Dumbo, Brooklyn within the era of late capitalism. It is an analysis of how two simple 
letters “O” and “Y”, when put together create two short words “OY”  and “YO” 
yet carry exponential meaning about metrolingual language ideologies, language 
users and powerful social agents. An example of heteroglossic play and linguistic 
creativity, Deborah Kass’s multilingual artwork is at the crossroads of social, cultural, 
political and linguistic boundaries of diverse communities in urban space. Drawing 
on interview data with the local Brooklyn-based artist herself, this talk focuses on 
how Kass’s artwork was fabricated and re-contextualized for public space, use and 
consumption, but paid for by a private, influential individual gentrifier and his local 
real estate development company. In short, it is a local narrative about key players 
within urban development schemes driving consumer cultures through unique selling 
propositions (USP) within late capitalist societies laying the foundations for language 
to emerge and become a cultural, material and embodied artifact reflecting global 
marketing practices and the semiotic landscaping of newly gentrified urban hubs.
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Patterns of Intra-Speaker Variation in Sociolinguistics: Mechanisms and 
Motivations for Style-shifting

Prof. Dr. Juan Manuel Hernández-Campoy, University of Murcia 

Wann: 22.05.2018, 18:15 – 19:45 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, Unitobler, Lerchenweg 36, Hörraum F-122 
ECTS: 0.25

Recent studies have stressed the inevitable consubstantial nature of style with socio-
linguistic studies, currently becoming a major focus of scholarly work within the field. 
Given its ubiquity in language production, style constitutes an essential component of 
the indexical nature of speakers’ sociolinguistic behaviour in interpersonal communi-
cation, enjoying a central position in the connotative correlation of social, linguistic 
and stylistic variation. After all, linguistic variation and change interact in complex 
ways with patterns of stylistic variation, since the diaphasic range of a given language 
is one of the most sensitive sociolinguistic symptoms of social change and differen-
tiation. While everybody would agree that intra-speaker variation is a phenomenon 
conditioned by extralinguistic factors, the resources and mechanisms for reflecting its 
presence in language production and effective social meaning have been associated 
with different linguistic constructs and theories trying to account for its nature and 
functioning. The aim of this presentation is to explore and illustrate the main different 
theoretical models developed to account for the nature, motivations and mechanisms 
for the use and effect of style-shifting in social interaction: Audio-monitorisation, 
Audience Design, Script Design and Speaker Design.
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Lecture Pia Quist (title tba)

Prof. Dr. Pia Quist, University of Copenhagen

Wann: 29.05.2018, 18:15 – 19:45 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, Unitobler, Lerchenweg 36, Hörraum F-122
ECTS: 0.25
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Workshop Language and Society

Sociolinguistic research on transnationalism

Dr. Brook Bolander, The University of Hong Kong 

Wann: 25.04.2018, 10:15 – 13:00 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, UniS, Schanzeneckstrasse 1, Hörraum A019
ECTS: 1

In this half-day workshop open to MA and PhD students, we will address the 
sociolinguistics of researching transnationalism, via a focus on epistemological and 
methodological challenges. This will entail thinking about the meanings of trans-
nationalism (for example transnationalism as mobility and identity), sociolinguistics’ 
current interest in transnationalism (online in digital spaces as well as offline), and 
possible methodologies for researching transnationalism (for example via online and 
offline ethnography). In doing so, we will also reflect upon how different approaches 
to and understandings of transnationalism require us to carefully think about which 
theoretical frameworks and methodologies might best enable us to answer our 
research questions.

The workshop will consist of three parts (total three hours). In the first part, we will 
discuss two texts on transnationalism, which you will be asked to read as preparation. 
In the second part, I will introduce data examples from my own research on the role 
of English for the transnational Ismaili community, and we will discuss possible ways 
of analyzing the data. In the third part, students working on topics related to trans-
nationalism and globalization (online and/or offline) will be encouraged to present 
their own work (five minute summary along with key challenge/interest/question to 
discuss). Students researching topics which are not related to transnationalism or 
the sociolinguistics of globalization, but who still wish to present their research and 
receive feedback are also welcome to do so.
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When social media meets sociolinguistics: Using Twitter to study 
language variation and change

George Bailey, University of Manchester 

Wann: 16.05.2018, 09:15 – 12:45 Uhr / 14:15 – 17:00 Uhr
Wo: Universität Bern, UniS, Schanzeneckstrasse 1, Hörraum B-105
ECTS: 2

The use of Twitter data for linguistic research has been increasing in popularity for a 
number of years, and the reasons for its quick adoption are clear: this innovative source 
of data allows for the creation of large corpora on an unprecedented scale, with over 
500 million tweets sent each day, and the informal nature of this medium results in the 
kind of naturalistic ‘everyday’ language use that promotes linguistic variation - notably 
inhibited in many other written genres. This makes it ideal for sociolinguistic research.

In this workshop we will explore the kinds of linguistic questions we can answer using 
Twitter, drawing on examples that highlight its application in the study of dialectology, 
lexical innovation and diffusion, and the relationship between orthographic and phono-
logical variation. This will be followed up with a practical hands-on session covering 
techniques in how to mine Twitter for real-time data collection as well as the computa-
tional tools required for analysing this data, with a focus on visualising regional variation. 
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Linguistic Tools

PhD  Easter School

Wann: 03. – 7.04.2018
Wo: Universität Bern

Supported by the Mittelbauvereinigung der Universität Bern (MVUB) and the Gradu-
ate School of Humanities (GSH), the workshop introduces some of the relevant tools 
used in the everyday life of a linguist. The invited speakers and presented tools are:
 
Christoph Purschke: Introduction to Statistics for Linguists; Introduction to 
Python for Linguists 
 
Ludwig Maximilian Breuer: Introduction to Database Creation 

Mathieu Avanzi: Introduction to R for Linguists 

Lars Bülow: Introduction to AntConc (in German) 

Simon Pickl: Intorduction to GeoLing
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Tagung

X-SCAPES 
10th Linguistic Landscape Workshop

Wann: 02. – 04.05.2018
Wo: Universität Bern

The Linguistic Landscape Workshop is well established as the world’s premier 
gathering of scholars investigating the intersection of language, communication 
and space/place. (This scientific field is also sometimes known by the labels “semi-
otic landscapes” and/or “geosemiotics”.) Researchers come from a wide range 
of language-related disciplines; most notably, applied linguistics, multilingualism 
studies, sociolinguistics, discourse studies, and linguistic anthropology. In all this 
work, scholars recognize how linguistic and communicative practice can only be 
properly understood in the context of its emplacement. By the same token, we 
recognize how the physical location and public visibility of different ways of spea-
king/communicating have deep social, political implications. The nine previous 
gatherings of the Linguistic Landscape Workshop were in Tel Aviv, Siena, Strasbourg, 
Addis Ababa, Namur (Belgium), Cape Town, Berkeley, Liverpool and Luxembourg.

Further information can be found on our website:
https://xscapes2018.ch/background/
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1st International Conference on Spanish Speakers in European Spaces

Wann: 07. – 08.06.2018
Wo: Universität Bern

The 1st International Conference on Spanish Speakers in European Spaces, which 
will be held at the University of Bern (Switzerland) June 7-8, 2018, intends to bring 
together, for the first time, researchers working on the sociolinguistic outcomes of 
the presence of speakers of Spanish in different European spaces.

This two-day conference brings together scholars interested on the study of language 
in society with a particular focus on the presence of Spanish and its speakers in diffe-
rent European spaces. All fields and methodologies are welcome at this conference, 
including synchronic and diachronic approaches to language; language variation 
and change; language or dialect contact; bilingualism and multilingualism; langu-
age ideologies, stereotypes, and attitudes; language and identities of transnational 
people and their offspring; language maintenance and transmission; language policy 
and planning; linguistic landscapes; critical discourse analysis; and more.

Further information can be found on our website:
https://sites.google.com/site/cssses/



56


